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If I have seen further it is by standing on the shoulders of giants.
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What, then, makes these instruments - checks, paper money, and coins - acceptable at face value in payment of all debts and for other monetary uses? Mainly, it is the "confidence" people have that they will be able to exchange such money for other financial assets and for real goods and services whenever they choose to do so;


Of course, they [banks] do not really pay out loans from the money they receive as deposits. If they did this, no additional money would be created. What they do when they make loans is to accept promissory notes in exchange for credits to the borrowers' transaction accounts.
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I believe in limited government. I believe that government should be limited in many ways, and what I am going to emphasize is only an intellectual thing. I don't want to talk about everything at the same time. Let's take a small piece, an intellectual thing.
No government has the right to decide on the truth of scientific principles, nor to prescribe in any way the character of the questions investigated. Neither may a government determine the aesthetic value of artistic creations, nor limit the forms of literacy or artistic expression. Nor should it pronounce on the validity of economic, historic, religious, or philosophical doctrines. Instead it has a duty to its citizens to maintain the freedom, to let those citizens contribute to the further adventure and the development of the human race.
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Software Wars, The Movie (Coming Soon)




Technologies that lock things down tend to lose in the end. People want freedom and markets want freedom.


-Linus Torvalds






Quantum Mechanics and Computation


Many-Worlds Interpretation of Quantum Mechanics




Hugh Everett III 


Relative State Formulation of Quantum Mechanics


The Theory of the Universal Wave Function




Bryce DeWitt


Quantum Mechanics and Reality




David Deutsch | Homepage


Quantum Theory as a Universal Physical Theory


Quantum Theory of Probability and Decisions


The Structure of the Multiverse


Vindication of Quantum Locality




Max Tegmark | The Universes of Max Tegmark


Many Worlds in Context


Many Lives in Many Worlds


Many Worlds or Many Words?




Collaborative Research


EPR - Can Quantum-Mechanical Description of Physical Reality Be Considered Complete?


Observing the Average Trajectories of Single Photons in a Two-Slit Interferometer


On The Origin of Probability in Quantum Mechanics


The Quantum State Cannot Be Interpreted Statistically


Completeness of Quantum Theory Implies That Wave Functions Are Physical Properties


From Conditional Probability Measurements to Global Matrix Representations on Variant Construction - A Particle Model of Intrinsic Quantum Waves for Double Path Experiments


On the Reality of the Quantum State 




Others


The Many-Worlds Interpretation (MWI) | Wiki


Understanding Quantum Theory




Books


Many Worlds? Everett, Quantum Theory, and Reality




[image: ]
Universal Quantum Computation


Richard Feynman


Simulating Physics with Computers


There's Plenty of Room at the Bottom




David Deutsch


Quantum Theory, The Church-Turing Principle and The Universal Quantum Computer


Universality in Quantum Computation


Qubit Field Theory


Machines, Logic and Quantum Physics


Information Flow in Entangled Quantum Systems


Conditional Quantum Dynamics and Logic Gates




Seth Lloyd


Universe as Quantum Computer


A Theory of Quantum Gravity based on Quantum Computation




Others


Grover's Algorithm: Quantum Database Search


Debate: David Deutsch vs Seth Lloyd


Dissertation: Systems of Logic Based on Ordinals by Alan Turing


On Computable Numbers, With An Application To The Entscheidungsproblem by Alan Turing


The Chemical Basis of Morphogenesis by Alan Turing


Theory of Self-Reproducing Automata by John von Neumann




Portals


Qubit


Quantiki | Quantum Information Portal


Institute for Quantum Computing


Institute for Quantum Information


Institute for Quantum Information and Matter


Institute for Quantum Information Science


Joint Quantum Institute


Max Planck Institute of Quantum Optics


Centre for Quantum Technologies


Centre for Quantum Computation & Communication Technology


Center for Extreme Quantum Information Theory | xQIT


Quantum Optics, Quantum Nanophysics, Quantum Information




Articles


The Best Computer in All Possible Worlds


A Computer That Thinks Like The Universe


It's a Much Bigger Than It Looks


Constructor Theory




Blog


Quantum Physics Peer Review




Books


The Fabric of Reality by David Deutsch


The Beginning of Infinity by David Deutsch




Videos


David Deutsch - What is Our Place in the Cosmos?


David Deutsch - A New Way to Explain Explanation


David Deutsch - The Unknowable & How to Prepare for It


David Deutsch - Apart from Universes


David Deutsch - How To Think About The Future


David Deutsch - Lecture on Quantum Computation 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6




The problem has been not that the world is so complex that we cannot understand why it looks as it does, but it is that it is so simple that we cannot yet understand it.


-David Deutsch
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What Is The Singularity?


Why Work Toward The Singularity?


Singularity Summit 2011 - A State of the Future


Global Future 2045 International Congress - Modeling and Predicting Worldwide Dynamics


Solve for X


Alan Turing Centenary Conference 2012


Evolution and Function of Consciousness


Singularity Summit 2012 - Create the Future


Reading List: | Radical Futurism Reading List


The Singularity Is Near: When Humans Transcend Biology by Ray Kurzweil | How My Predictions Are Faring


Transcend - Nine Steps to Living Well Forever by Ray Kurzweil and Terry Grossman


Kluge: The Haphazard Construction of the Human Mind by Gary Marcus


Engines of Creation: The Coming Era of Nanotechnology by Eric Drexler


Good and Real: Demystifying Paradoxes from Physics to Ethics by Gary L. Drescher


Answering the Fermi Paradox: Exploring the Mechanisms of Universal Transcension and The Transcension Hypothesis by John Smart


Consciousness: Confessions of a Romantic Reductionist by Christof Koch


Abundance: The Future Is Better Than You Think by Peter Diamandis and Steven Kotler


Regenesis: How Synthetic Biology Will Reinvent Nature and Ourselves by George Church and Ed Regis


How to Create a Mind: The Secret of Human Thought Revealed by Ray Kurzweil

Radical Abundance by Eric Drexler




The Six Epochs of Evolution


Genetics:


BioBricks Foundation


EteRNA | Played by Human, Scored by Nature


Fold it | Solve Puzzles for Science


Gene Synthesis | DNA 2.0


23andMe | Genetic Testing


Benchling


BGI


Blue Heron


Cambrian Genomics | DNA Laser Printing


Complete Genomics


DNAnexus


Genentech


Genomera


Genome Compiler


Ginkgo BioWorks


Halcyon Molecular


IDT Integrated DNA Technologies


Illumina


iGEM | Registry of Standard Biological Parts

 
Life Technologies


Navigenics


OpGen


The Polonator


Personal Genome Project


Personalis | Human Genome Interpretation


Oxford Nanopore Technologies


OpenWetWare


SynBERC | Synthetic Biology Engineering Research Center


Andrew Hessel | Programming the Living World


J. Craig Venter Institute


SENS Foundation




Nanotechnology: Research | Commercial


Eric Drexler: The Trajectory of Nanotechnology


The Richard E.Smalley Institute for Nanoscale Science and Technology


Foresight Institute


A to Z Nanotechnology


Nanotechnology Now


Nanowerk


NanoLandGlobal


Nanorex


Zyvex Technologies




Robotics: Personal | Industrial | Corporate | Research | Ancillary | Start-Up


iCub | An Open Source Cognitive Humanoid Robotic Platform


Willow Garage


The Bilibot Project


NAO Aldebaran Robotics


Personal Robots Group | MIT


Meet Luna | RoboDynamics


Autom | Intuitive Automata


Lovotics


Rethink Robotics


RoMeLa | Robotics and Mechanisms Laboratory


Robot Living


Roboy


Razor Robotics


RoboEarth


MyRobots | Cloud Robotics


Kevin Warwick | I Cyborg


Robots App Store


Open Source Robotics Foundation


IFR International Federation of Robotics


The Robot Report




Artificial Intelligence: Directory


Building Better Minds | OpenCog Foundation


Ben Goertzel


IBM Watson


Cycorp


Cleverbot


Evie | Existor


Vicarious Systems


Jürgen Schmidhuber | Publications


Eric Horvitz


Peter Norvig


AI on the Web


The Artificial Intelligence Directory


The AI Report




Reverse Brain Engineering:


Allen Brain Atlas


Brain Architecture Project


Brain Maps


Blue Brain Project


Brain Preservation Foundation


Advancing Substrate Independent Mind | carboncopies


Human Connectome Project | Relationship Viewer


Synthetic Neurobiology Group


The Gallant Lab | UC Berkeley




Space Exploration:


100 Year Starship


Centauri Dreams


Project Icarus


Planetary Resources


Escape Dynamics


Blue Origin


Virgin Galactic


Scaled Composites


SpaceX


Stratolaunch Systems


Startram | Maglev Train to Space


Space Elevator | Affiliates




Nuclear Fusion:


ITER: the world's largest Tokamak


National Ignition Facility & Photon Science


Laser Inertial Fusion Energy


Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory


FRX-L: Magnetized Target Fusion


General Fusion


HiPER Project


Lawrenceville Plasma Physics


Levitated Dipole Experiment


Wendelstein 7-X


Z Pulsed Power Facility


International Thorium Energy Organisation


Impulse Devices | Sonofusion


ECAT: Low Energy Nuclear Reaction


Traveling Wave Reactor | TerraPower




3D Digital Fabrication: Directory


3ders | In-depth resources of 3D printing


Autodesk 123D


Cubify


iModela


Freedom of Creation


i.materialise


Quirky


Shapeways


Thingiverse


ReplicatorG


Contraptor


Fab@Home


FabberForge


Printrbot


RepRap


Ultimaker


MakerBot Industries


Bits From Bytes


Botmill


Felix Printers


Objet


StrataSys


3DSystems


Contour Crafting [Architecture Printer]


D-Shape [Architecture Printer]


Essential Dynamics [Food Printer]


Burriob0t [Food Printer]


Choc Edge Limited [Chocolate Printer]


MatterPort [3D Scanner]


NextEngine [3D Scanner]


Scantech [3D Scanner]




Augmented Reality:


Innovega


Laster Technologies


Lumus


Vergence Labs


Vuzix


Project Glass | Google




Computational Systems:


g-speak | Oblong Industries


Holoflector | Microsoft Research


IllumiShare | Microsoft Research


See-Through 3D Desktop | Microsoft Research


100-Core Processor | Tilera


SyNAPSE: IBM Cognitive Computing Project


SpiNNaker - A Universal Spiking Neural Network Architecture


MIT Brain Chip


MIT Angstrom Project | Universal Technologies for Exascale Computing




Ubiquitous Computing:


Chip PC


fit-PC


FXITech


DisplAir


SixthSense


Visual Planet


Raspberry Pi | [$25] 


DataWind UbiSlate | [$35]


One Laptop per Child




Quantum Computing:


D-Wave Systems




Exoskeleton:


Ekso Bionics




Flying Cars:


The Transition | Terrafugia


Moller International




Transportation:


ET3 | Evacuated Tube Transport


Matternet | Lifting the rising billion


Hiriko


SkyTran


Synergy Aircraft




Biotechnology and Bioinformatics:


Organovo


Bina Technologies


IntelliMedicine


Mimetas


MicroCHIPS


Nanobiosym


Scanadu | Medical Tricorder


Clotho


Quantified Self


Lab on a Chip | McDevitt Research Lab




Cryonics:


Alcor Life Extension Foundation


Cryonics Institute


EUCRIO


KrioRus


Suspended Animation


Trans Time




In Vitro Meat:


In Vitro Meat Consortium


Modern Meadow


Advancing Meat Substitutes | New Harvest




Terraforming:


CoolPlanet Energy Systems | Negative Carbon Fuel




Others:


Reinventing the Toilet | Gates Foundation


Compact X-ray Solutions | Tribogenics


Spray On Antenna | Chamtech


Wireless Electricity Delivered Over Distance | WiTricity


NETRA: Refractive Tests on a Mobile Phone




EU Science beyond Fiction Projects:


FET Future Emerging Technologies


FET FuturICT


FET Graphene Flagship


FET Guardian Angels


FET Human Brain Project


FET IT Future of Medicine


FET Robot Companions for Citizens


ELI - Extreme Light Infrastructure


CERN - The Large Hadron Collider




Brainstormers:


The Undivided Mind | Imaginary Foundation


Jason Silva | Imaginary Foundation


The Future of Everything | SpaceCollective


Quantum Levitation | Tel Aviv University




Videos:


Ray Kurzweil - How Technology's Accelerating Power Will Transform Us [TED]


Eric Drexler - Physical Law and the Future of Nanotechnology


QFT 1.0 | NASA Quantum Future Technologies Conference Videos


Singularity Summit - Past Summits Videos


Exponential Times Videos




Documentaries:


The Singularity is Near


Transcendent Man | Ray Kurzweil


Human 2.0


Beyond Human 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9


Future Life on Earth | NextWorld


Future Intelligence | NextWorld


The Body | 2057 1, 2, 3, 4, 5


The City | 2057 1, 2, 3, 4, 5


The World | 2057 1, 2, 3, 4, 5


The Biotech Revolution | Vision of the Future


The Intelligence Revolution | Vision of the Future


The Quantum Revolution | Vision of the Future




Links:


Kurzweil Accelerating Intelligence


Singularity Hub


Singularity Summit


Singularity University


Singularity Institute for Artificial Intelligence


Solve for X


Humanity+


H+ Magazine


Acceleration Studies Foundation | Newsletter


33rd Square


Blogging the Singularity


Exponential Times


Envisioning Technology


Founders Fund


Future Technology Trends


Journal of Evolution & Technology


K21st


Principia Cybernetica


Singularitarian


TransAlchemy


The Millennium Project


Earth 2 Hub


Extropy Institute


Institute For The Future


Future of Humanity Institute


Oxford Martin Programme on the Impacts of Future Technology


Nick Bostrom


Christof Koch


Eliezer S. Yudkowsky


Kevin Kelly


Thiel Fellowship


Future Day


Lifenaut | Immortality Social Networking


Russia 2045


Global Future 2045


Personalized Life Extension Conference


QFT 1.0 | NASA Quantum Future Technologies Conference




YouTube Channel:


Singularity University's Channel


Singularity Summit's Channel


Global Future 2045's Channel


Solve for X's Channel


Future of Humanity Institute's Channel




Exponential growth is deceptive. It starts out almost imperceptibly and explodes with unexpected fury. 


-Ray Kurzweil
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Academic Earth


Connexions


CORE | China Open Resources for Education


Coursera


edX


Khan Academy | Complete Lectures Pack


P2PU | Peer 2 Peer University


Stanford Online


Udacity | Educating the 21st Century


Udemy | Online Courses from World's Experts


VideoLectures.NET




Libraries


arXiv | Cornell University Library


viXra | Open e-Print Archive


Amser | Bentham Open Access


Authorama - Public Domain Books


BioMed Central Open Access Publisher


Bloomsbury Academic


Bookboon


Bookyards | The Library to the World


Cambridge Digital Library


CK12 FlexBooks


College Open Textbooks


Community Peer Review


Einstein Archives Online


eLife Sciences Publications


Federal Resources for Educational Excellence


Flat World Knowledge


Google Books


Health Education Assets Library


Hindawi Publishing Corporation


InTech | Open Access Publisher


ManyBooks


Merlot Learning Materials


National Academies Press


OAIster | Open Archives Initiative


Open Library


OpenStax College


PhilPapers


Project Gutenberg


PLoS | Public Library of Science


Read Print Library


Royal Society Publishing


SMETE Digital Library


Textbooks Internet Library


Textbook Revolution


The Assayer


The Global Text Project


The iLumina Digital Library


The National Science Digital Library


The Online Books Page


The Oxford Text Archive


The WikiPremed MCAT Course


The WWW Virtual Library


Wikibooks


Wolfram MathWorld™


World Digital Library




Others


网易公开课


Academic Info


Academic Resources


Apangea Learning


Apple iTunes U


Big History Project


CC LiveContent


Curriki


Directory of Open Access Journals


Education Portal


Encyclopedia of Life


Engineering Pathway


HippoCampus


iBerry - Resources for Learners & Educators


Infomine


iUniv Free Flow Education


LearnersTV


LeMill


MathOverflow


Microsoft Academic Search


National Repository of Online Courses (NROC)


Neuroscience Lectures


Open Educational Resources


OCW Finder


Open Knowledge Foundation


Open Educational Framework for Software Engineering


Open Study


Research Channel


Scitalks


SciTopics


The Computer History Museum


The Great Courses


The New School


The Saylor Foundation


Qedoc


Visionlearning


WatchKnowLearn | K-12


Wikiversity


WGBH Open Vault


Wolfram Demonstrations Project


WorldWideScience


400 Courses from Top Universities


Whatcom Community College's Online Math Center




The open society, the unrestricted access to knowledge, the unplanned and uninhibited association of men for its furtherance - these are what may make a vast, complex, ever growing, ever changing, ever more specialized and expert technological world, nevertheless a world of human community.


-J. Robert Oppenheimer
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Watch:


Zeitgeist, The Movie (2007)


Zeitgeist: Addendum (2008)


Zeitgeist: Moving Forward (2011)




Presentations:


Peter Joseph - Social Pathology


Peter Joseph - Where are we now?


Peter Joseph - Where are we going?


Peter Joseph - An Introduction to a Resource-Based Economy [TEDx]


Peter Joseph - Arriving at a Resource Based Economy


Peter Joseph - When Normality Becomes Distortion


Peter Joseph - From Consequences to Solutions


Peter Joseph - Defining Peace | Q&A


Peter Joseph - The Big Question [TEDx]


Peter Joseph - Origins and Adaptations


Jacque Fresco - Resource Based Economy [TEDx]




Interviews:


Who is Peter Joseph?


RT Peter Joseph: Moving Beyond Money


RT Peter Joseph: Money Breeds Crime


RT Peter Joseph: Zeitgeist Solutions for the World


RT Peter Joseph: Media & Occupy Wall Street


RT Peter Joseph: Monetary System, Debt, & Resource-Based Economy


RT Peter Joseph: War and The State


RT Jacque Fresco: The Venus Project




ZDay: | Global Events


Vancouver | Los Angeles | Cardiff (2012)




Links:


The Zeitgeist Movement


The Zeitgeist Movement Global Connect


Global Redesign Institute


Atlas Initiative Group


ZeitNews


Zeitgeist Media Project


Zeitgeist - The Movie


Zeitgeist: Moving Forward


The Zeitgeist Media Festival




Extras:


Zeitgeist - Imagine


Zeitgeist The Summary


Zeitgeist Series Official Torrent


Awakening 1, 2, 3, 4


Automation is Here 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8


Our Technical Reality




Books:


Resource-based Economy E-Book Pack


The First Civilization by Jas Garcha


The Lights In The Tunnel - Automation, Accelerating Technology and the Economy of the Future by Martin Ford


Will a Resource Based Economy Work? [Article]


Better Than Owning by Kevin Kelly [Article]


Why Socialism? by Albert Einstein [Article]


Labor's Paradise Lose by Robert Skidelsky [Article]


Who's Kidding Whom? Is Sustainable Development Compatible With Western Civilization? by Peter Russell [Article]




Blog:


The Zeitgeist Movement Official Blog




YouTube Channel:



The Zeitgeist Movement Official Channel




Deep down the consciousness of mankind is one. 


-David Bohm






Recommended Watching


VideoNeat | Documentaries & Lectures


Resource-Based Documentaries


Finance Documentaries


Free Documentaries 1, 2, 3




Consciousness [Peter Russell]


The Global Brain


The White Hole in Time


The Primacy of Consciousness


From Science To God 1, 2, 3


Who Are We? 1, 2


2012 - Symbol for our times


What do you want?


What is the "I"?


Is there such thing as "Enlightenment"?


What is Nonduality?


Prisoners of Culture


Are Computers Conscious?


The Future of Consciousness


[Peter Russell Video Streams]




What is this "I"? You will, on close introspection, find that what you really mean by “I” is the ground stuff upon which all experiences and memories are collected.


-Erwin Schrödinger 





Economics


Inside Job (Oscar's Best Documentary)


Four Horsemen


Money, Power and Wall Street


Meltdown 1, 2, 3, 4


Overdose: The Next Financial Crisis


97% Owned - Monetary Reform


The Party’s Over: How the West Went Bust 1, 2


RBS - Inside The Bank That Ran Out Of Money


Quants: The Alchemists of Wall Street


The Black-Scholes Formula 1, 2, 3, 4, 5


Capitalism: A Love Story


Money As Debt


Money As Debt II - Promises Unleashed


Money As Debt III - Evolution Beyond Money


The Crisis of Credit Visualized


DEBTOCRACY


I.O.U.S.A


The Money Masters


The Secret of Oz


Money, Banking and the Federal Reserve




I can calculate the motions of the heavenly bodies, but not the madness of people.


-Issac Newton




Politics


For Liberty: How the Ron Paul rEVOLution Watered the Withered Tree of Liberty




Let it not be said that no one cared, that no one objected once it’s realized that our liberties and wealth are in jeopardy.


-Ron Paul




Earth


HOME


The Pale Blue Dot


The Known Universe


Earth Seen From The Moon


The Hubble Ultra Deep Field in 3D




There is perhaps no better demonstration of the folly of human conceits than this distant image of our tiny world. To me, it underscores our responsibility to deal more kindly with one another, and to preserve and cherish the pale blue dot, the only home we've ever known.


-Carl Sagan




Others


The Fuel


Garbage Warrior


The Living Matrix


The World of Buckminster Fuller


Athene's Theory of Everything


Free Energy - The Race to Zero Point




Austrian-Libertarianism


Ron Paul | Flix


Our Enemy, Inflation


My Battle Against the Fed


Prepare for the Worst


The Case for Liberty




Ron Paul Money Lecture Series


"What is Money?" with Joseph T. Salerno


"What is Constitutional Money?" with Edwin Vieira


"What About Money Causes Economic Crises?" with Peter Schiff




Ron Paul Fed Lecture Series


"Why Was the Fed Created?" with George Selgin


"What Does the Fed Do?" with James Grant


"What is the Fed's Future?" with Roger Garrison




"The Great Enabler: The Rise of the Federal Reserve and the Growth of Government" with Ron Paul




Peter Schiff


Why the Meltdown Should Have Surprised No One


Authors@Google


Mortgage Bankers Speech Nov/13/06


Peter Schiff Was Right 2006 - 2007




Tom Woods


Monetary Lessons from America's Past


Keynesians' Prediction and American History


Smashing Myths and Restoring Sound Money


Dynamics of the FED




I believe that it would be worth trying to learn something about the world even if in trying to do so we should merely learn that we do not know much... It might be well for all of us to remember that, while differing widely in the various little bits we know, in our infinite ignorance we are all equal. 


-Karl Popper







Inflation is a twisted magnifying lens through which everything is confused, distorted, and out of focus, so that few men are any longer able to see realities in their true proportions. Yet the ardor for inflation never dies. It would almost seem as if no country is capable of profiting from the experience of another and no generation of learning from the sufferings of its forbears. Each generation and country follows the same mirage. Each grasps for the same Dead Sea fruit that turns to dust and ashes in its mouth. For it is the nature of inflation to give birth to a thousand illusions.
-Henry Hazlitt

The only way to avert the onset of the depression-adjustment process is to continue inflating money and credit. For only continual doses of new money on the credit market will keep the boom going and the new stages profitable. Furthermore, only ever increasing doses can step up the boom, can lower interest rates further, and expand the production structure, for as the prices rise, more and more money will be needed to perform the same amount of work. Once the credit expansion stops, the market ratios are reestablished, and the seemingly glorious new investments turn out to be malinvestments, built on a foundation of sand.
-Murray N. Rothbard

There is no means of avoiding the final collapse of a boom expansion brought about by credit expansion. The alternative is only whether the crisis should come sooner as the result of a voluntary abandonment of further credit expansion, or later as a final and total catastrophe of the currency system involved.
-Ludwig von Mises

No central bank can, by the mere exercise of its credit-granting power, make something out of nothing, or save other banks from the disastrous consequences of their past policy. When a central bank does so it merely tends to make a bad matter worse.
-Henry Parker Willis

It is beyond belief that we know so little about how people get rich  or poor, about how it is they come to dwell in comfort and health or die  in penury and disease. Financial markets are the machines in which  much of human welfare is decided; yet we know more about how our car  engines work than about how our global financial system functions. We  lurch from crisis to crisis. In a networked world, mayhem in one market  spreads instantaneously to all others—and we have only the vaguest of  notions how this happens, or how to regulate it. So limited is our  knowledge that we resort, not to science, but to shamans. We place  control of the world's largest economy in the hands of a few elderly  men, the central bankers.
-Benoît B. Mandelbrot

In the absence of the gold standard, there is no way to protect savings from confiscation through inflation. There is no safe store of value. If there were, the government would have to make its holding illegal, as was done in the case of gold. If everyone decided, for example, to convert all his bank deposits to silver or copper or any other good, and thereafter declined to accept checks as payment for goods, bank deposits would lose their purchasing power and government-created bank credit would be worthless as a claim on goods. The financial policy of the welfare state requires that there be no way for the owners of wealth to protect themselves. This is the shabby secret of the welfare statists' tirades against gold. Deficit spending is simply a scheme for the confiscation of wealth. Gold stands in the way of this insidious process. It stands as a protector of property rights. If one grasps this, one has no difficulty in understanding the statists' antagonism toward the gold standard.
-Alan Greenspan

If, however, a government refrains from regulations and allows matters to take their course, essential commodities soon attain a level of price out of the reach of all but the rich, the worthlessness of the money becomes apparent, and the fraud upon the public can be concealed no longer;
Lenin is said to have declared that the best way to destroy the capitalist system was to debauch the currency. By  a continuing process of inflation, governments can confiscate, secretly  and unobserved, an important part of the wealth of their citizens. By this method they not only confiscate, but they confiscate  arbitrarily; and, while the process impoverishes many, it actually  enriches some. The sight of this arbitrary rearrangement of riches  strikes not only at security, but at confidence in the equity of the  existing distribution of wealth. Those to whom the system brings  windfalls, beyond their deserts and even beyond their expectations or  desires, become 'profiteers,' who are the object of the hatred of the  bourgeoisie, whom the inflationism has impoverished, not less than of  the proletariat. As the inflation proceeds and the real value of the  currency fluctuates wildly from month to month, all permanent relations  between debtors and creditors, which form the ultimate foundation of  capitalism, become so utterly disordered as to be almost meaningless;  and the process of wealth-getting degenerates into a gamble and a  lottery. Lenin was certainly right. There is no subtler, no surer means of  overturning the existing basis of society than to debauch the currency.  The process engages all the hidden forces of economic law on the side of  destruction, and does it in a manner which not one man in a million is  able to diagnose;
In the long run, we are all dead.
*When the accumulation of wealth is no longer of high social importance, there will be great changes in the code of morals. We shall be able to rid ourselves of many of the pseudo-moral  principles which have hag-ridden us for two hundred years, by which we  have exalted some of the most distasteful of human qualities into the  position of the highest virtues. We shall be able to afford to dare to  assess the money-motive at its true value. The love of money as a  possession — as distinguished from the love of money as a means to the  enjoyments and realities of life — will be recognised for what it is, a  somewhat disgusting morbidity, one of those semi-criminal,  semi-pathological propensities which one hands over with a shudder to  the specialists in mental disease ... But beware! The time for  all this is not yet. For at least another hundred years we must pretend  to ourselves and to everyone that fair is foul and foul is fair; for  foul is useful and fair is not. Avarice and usury and precaution must be our gods for a little longer still. For only they can lead us out of the tunnel of economic necessity into daylight.
-John Maynard Keynes


























































The gods did not reveal, from the beginning,


All things to us, but in the course of time


Through seeking we may learn and know things better.


But as for certain truth, no man has known it,


Nor shall he know it, neither of the gods


Nor yet of all the things of which I speak.


For even if by chance he were to utter


The final truth, he would himself not know it:


For all is but a woven web of guesses.


-Xenophanes
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